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As children learn about God and the Christian  
life, they can become confused regarding biblical words 
and spiritual concepts. You are the best teacher God 
provides to answer your children’s questions and clarify 
misunderstandings. Sometimes, adults struggle to put big 
concepts and frequently used terms into words children 
can understand. 

The following list provides some frequently used 
spiritual terms or phrases, possible simple explanations 
and Scripture references to aid your response to your 
child’s questions.

Born again: You were born as a baby. God gave  
you physical life and placed you in our family. That was 
your first birth. There is another birth only God gives. 
This second birth happens when God makes a person 
come alive spiritually. When a person begins to know, 
love and obey God, that person is born again. Being 
born again is not something a mother and father can do 
for their child. God’s Spirit gives this born-again life. 
This new life is not something people see, like seeing a 
newborn baby. God does it, and it is invisible to our eyes. 
Something new comes to life inside a person who is born 
again, and that person becomes a member of God’s family 
(John 3:3-8, 16).

Eternal/eternal life: Something eternal has always 
been, lasts forever and is unending. God is eternal. His 
Word is eternal. His Spirit is eternal. Knowing Jesus and 
living forever as a part of God’s family is eternal life  
(1 John 5:11).

Faith: Faith involves both believing and trusting –  
believing even when your eyes cannot see what you 
believe and trusting even when you cannot touch and feel 
what you trust. Faith in God and His Son Jesus is believ-
ing God is who He says He is and believing God will do 
what He says in the Bible He will do (Hebrews 11:1, 6).

Glory: Glory is the magnificence and beauty of God; 
His brightness, more shining than the sun; and the bril-
liant, shining, powerful presence of God. God’s glory  
cannot be seen on earth, although God once allowed three 
of Jesus’ disciples see Jesus’ glory. God also once let 
Moses see the very end of His glory as God moved past 
Moses. God’s people will see His glory in heaven one 
day. Giving God glory means praising God and magnify-
ing His presence and beauty. Heaven itself is often called 
glory (Hebrews 1:3).

Grace: Grace is the unearned love and kindness of 
God. God is perfect and good; we are not. So we do not 

deserve His love and kindness to us, but He provides it! 
That is grace (Ephesians 2:8; 2 Thessalonians 2:16).

God’s family/God’s children: Not everyone is a 
member of God’s family. A person becomes a member 
of God’s family by first being born again and receiving 
Jesus as Savior. When Jesus is your Savior, God calls you 
His child, and you can call Him your Father. Jesus is the 
only One who rescues a person from the judgment of sin 
and makes that person a member of God’s family. God is 
the One who creates every person, so every boy and girl 
is God’s creation. But the only people who can be called 
God’s children are the ones who are born again by God’s 
Spirit (1 John 3:1).

Holy/Holy Spirit: Holy describes God: pure, perfect, 
totally right, with no sin. Something or someone is holy 
if it is part of God or it belongs to Him. The Holy Spirit 
is God’s Spirit. The Holy Bible is God’s Word. Jesus is 
God’s Holy Son. Christians are holy people because God 
chooses them to be His own. Holy people are set aside by 
God to be used by Him and to become pure, perfect and 
live without sin (1 Peter 1:15-16).

Savior: Savior is another name for the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He is Savior because He saves. To save is to rescue 
or keep something. Jesus keeps people from being lost 
and separated from God by their own sin. Lost people 
do not know God. People cannot find their way to God 
unless Jesus comes to save and keep them. Jesus rescues 
people from living a life without God. When Jesus saves 
a person, He keeps that person as God’s own and takes 
that person to heaven to be with God when he or she dies 
(Acts 5:31).

Each week in BSF, children’s leaders present the 
Bible passage studied by the adults to children and stu-
dents on their level of understanding. They often describe 
some very difficult concepts in simplified form. In spite 
of the best and most prayerful efforts, however, there is 
always the potential for your son or daughter to misunder-
stand what was said. We do not suggest you sit down with 
your child and go over this list of words. Instead, please 
read over this list and become familiar with simple ways 
to talk to your child when they question you regarding any 
of these words or concepts. Begin this week to take time 
to listen and discuss with your child the Bible Story or 
Bible Lesson, words and Bible truths to which he or she 
has been introduced. 
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